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im.CHAir-iMAN  /il©  ICi^LRS, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1969* 

The  statistics  which  follov/  indicate  in  general  that  the 
health  of  the  conraunity  continues  to  he  good  compared  with  England 
and  V/ales  as  a whole. 

In  the  past  ten  years  the  population  has  risen  by  approximately 
2,000  to  7,680. 

The  birth  rate  of  18,5  per  thousand  population  is  again 
above  the  national  figure  of  16,3.  The  death  rate  was  8.8  compared 
with  the  national  figure  of  11. 9*  The  infant  mortality  rate  was 

7 compared  with  the  national  rate  of  l8  per  thousand  live  births. 

7lfi>  of  deaths  were  people  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

95^  of  babies  born  in  I968  v/ere  immunised  against  diptheria 
and  in  most  cases  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  before 
the  end  of  19^9*  The  figure  for  V/iltshire  as  a whole  was  77/^* 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  Bradford  on  Avon  have  two  group 
dwellings  for  old  people  providing  a total  of  44  flatlets.  Each 
group  dwelling  has  a resident  Warden,  Future  plans  include  the 
provision  of  a third  group  dwelling. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  satisfactory. 

I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  L. DAVIES 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


England  & 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M.  F. 

Total 

1968 

V/ales  1969 

Legitimate  . . . ... 

67  57 

124 

121 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

6 5 

11 

11 

TOTAL 

13  62 

135 

132 

CRUDE  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

17.6 

17.6 

16.3 

ILLBSITIilATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  8/0  of  Total 

Live  Births 

8.5 

8.0 

CORRECTED  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population  I8.5  I8.5  I6.3 

(comparability  factor  I.05) 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

TOTAL 

1 

0 

1, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1. 

STILL  BIRTH  R/VIE  per  1,000  live 

and  still  births 

7 

7 

13.0 

TOTAL  DEATHS  PROM  ALL  CAUSES 

39 

27 

66 

78 

DEATH  RATS  per  1,000  population 

ALL  CAUSES 

8.6 

10.4 

11.9 

CORRECTED  DEATH  RiiTE  per  1,000  population 
(comparability  factor  1.02) 

8.8 

10.9 

11.9 

IITFANT  DEATHS  (under  1 year) 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

TOTAL 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

INFANT  MORTALITY  IRATE 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

7 

0 

18.0 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  (under  4 weeks) 

1 

0 

1 

0 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  (under  1 week) 

1 

0 

1 

0 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

7 

0 

12.0 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  KATE 

per  1,000  live  births 

7 

0 

10.0 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (still  births 
and  deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births) 

1.5 

7 

23.0 

MiATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Nil 

- 3 - 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969 
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GMTERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  TIE  /lIGA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital ^ Combe 
Park,  Bath,  carries  out  all  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk, 
ice-cream  and  other  foods.  Messrs.  Water  fall  Sc  O'Brien  of  Queen's 

Square,  Bristol  act  as  Consulting  Analysts  to  the  Council. 

Hospital  Facilities 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  South  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

The  Bradford  on  Avon  District  Hospital  is  available  for 
general  cases,  and  Bradford  residents  have  all  the  facilities  of  the 
various  Bath  hospitals  available. 

The  Berryfield  Maternity  Hospital,  Bradford  on  Avon,  is 
used  both  for  local  cases  and  cases  from  the  West  Wilts  Hospitals 
Management  Committee's  area. 

Claverton  Hospital,  Bath,  is  the  main  Hospital  for 
infectious  diseases  for  a wide  area. 

Facilities  provided  by  the  'Wiltshire  County  Council 

Home  Helps 
Nursing  in  the  Home 
Mental  Health 

Services  under  part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness, 
care  and  after  care,  health  education. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  Cars 
Health  Visiting 
Child  Welfare 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
NATIONAL  ASSISTAilCB  ACT,  1948  & 1931 
No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  during  the 

year. 


J.L.DAVI3S,  M.B. , B.S. 

L.P.H. 
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Al^lIIUAL  REPORT  OP  TH3  PUBLIC  ICALTH 

INSPECTOR  FCR  THli;  YU'iR  1969 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bradford  on  Avon  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  Report  as  follows s- 
PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 


The  whole  district  is  now  comprehensively  equipped  with 
the  disposable  bag  system  of  domestic  refuse  storage.  Collections 
are  made  once  v/eekly  from  the  kerbside,  and  at  the  same  time  a new 
bag  is  delivered  to  each  household.  In  general,  this  system, 
although  not  perfect,  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  one  of  its 
principle  advantages  has  been  that  it  has  enabled  us  to  absorb  the 
collections  of  continuing  develoixnent , without  any  increase  in  staff. 
Bag  holder  guards  are  now  being  fitted  free  of  cost  to  any  premises 
where  persistent  animal  damage  to  bags  is  experienced. 

Refuse  Disposal 

This  has  continued  on  the  same  site  as  hitherto,  and 
consists  of  a system  of  supercial  "layering"  of  refuse  using 
controlled  tipping  techniques.  Unfortunately,  because  of  a 
prolonged  v/et  period  during  winter  and  eavlj  spring,  this  method 
did  in  fact  prove  inadequate,  with  the  result  that  a severe  fly 
infestation  v/as  experienced  in  the  early  summer,  necessitating  the 
hire  of  heavy  plant  to  eventually  remedy. 

Discussions  regarding  the  possible  Joint  Refuse  Incineration 
Scheme  continued,  the  other  constituent  members  of  the  proposed 
Consortium  being  Chippenham  Borough,  Caine  Borough,  Caine  & Chippenham 
R.D.C.  and  Trowbridge  U.D.C.  Messrs. Atkins  & Partners,  the 

consultant  engineers  for  the  scheme,  presented  their  specification 
of  the  plant,  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  the 
constituent  authorities  were  being  asked  to  approve  going  to  tender 
on  the  basis  of  the  scheme  as  submitted  and  agreed  at  that  date. 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

In  dealing  with  their  respcnsibilities  under  this  Act,  the 
Council  agreed  that  the  existing  tip  should  be  made  available  to 
householders  in  the  area  who  v;ish  to  dispose  of  any  material  not 
collected  in  the  normal  way,  and  to  facilitate  this  arrangement,  two 
bulk  containers  have  been  sited  just  inside  the  tip  gates.  This  has 
proved  to  be  a popular  facility  and  has  been  extensively  used.  The 
tip  is  also  used  for  the  disposal  of  abandoned  cars. 
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Salvage 


The  amount 

of  salvage  sold 

during  the  year  was  as  follows? 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Paper 

43 

15 

2 

Cardboard 

1 

6 

2 

Total 

41_ 

2 

0 

Sewage  Disposal 

Treatment  at  the  works  has  continued  to  he  satisfactory. 


Examination  of  Effluent  sampled  on  Wednesda?/'«  28th  Ma.v,1969  at  12.00  hours 

Recent  weather  Heavy  showers 

Physical  Characteristics  pH  7 • 4 

Slightly  cloudy,  pale  straw  colour.  Earthy  smell. 


Chemical  Characteristics 

Ammonia  (as  N) 

Free 

Albuminoid 

Total  Organic  Nitrogen 
Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
in  4 hours  @ 27®C,  From  n/80 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrite 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 
Suspended  Solids 

Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  (5  days) 


mg. per  litre  (p.p.m) 


2.3 

0.2 

3.1 

84 

139 

8.0 

0.4 

14.5 

12 

9.5 


SOT1E.JNG  BATH 

Loan  sanction  approval  for  the  nev/  Baths  was  received  in 
February  of  this  year  and  the  actual  site  works  v;ere  commenced  in 
November.  The  existing  Baths  continued  to  provide  a useful  amenity 
for  local  children,  but  is  getting  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain. 
Twice  daily  chlorination  and  pH  checks  are  registered  and  bacteriological 
sample  results  were  satisfactory. 

Water 

In  August  of  this  year,  a new  source  of  water  v;as  brought 
into  the  V/insley  Road  reservoir  from  the  North  V/ilts  Water  Board’ s new 
borehole  at  Holt  which  marked  a significant  step  forward  in  solving 
the  water  supply  problems  of  the  town.  However,  the  Belcombe  well 
at  this  stage  was  continued  in  use,  although  it  is  envisaged  that  this 
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bacteriological  samples  taken  during  this 


•'■ — '■  i^uture.  AH 
year  V/ere  satisfactory. 


Chemical  Analysis 


Physical  Examination 

Appearance 


Bel combe 
Well 


Holt 

Borehole 


Clear  and  Very  faint 

bright  opalescence 

Y/ith  a fexi 
particles 


General  Chemical  Examination 


Reaction  pH 

7.0 

7.3 

Pa.r  t s 

per  Million 

Free  Carbon  Bioxide  CO2 

50 

28 

Ammonia  (as  ll) 

Free 

Less  than  O.O3 

0.15 

Albuminoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

165 

61 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

270 

- 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

0.30 

0.20 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrite 

absent 

absent 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 

2.6 

less  than  0.01 

Total  solids 

770 

445 

Loss  on  ignition 

— 

— 

Appearance  on  ignition 

- 

- 

Hardness?  Temporary 

275 

250 

Permanent 

125 

250 

Total 

400 

500 

Lead 

absent 

absent 

Copper 

absent 

absent 

Zinc 

absent 

absent 

Iron  Fe 

0.04 

0.04 

KOUSIHG 


Uidbrook  View,  Phase  IV  development  comprising  36-2  B,R. 
houses  and  15-2  B,R. bungalows -all  Y/ith  oil  fired  central  heating,  v/ere 
completed  in  October.  The  Budbury  Circle  prefabs  v/ere  dem.olished  and 
discussions  began  on  the  redevelopment  of  that  area  of  land. 
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Number  of  houses  claseificd  ae  unfit e- 


Demolition  Orders  ..o  Win 

Closing  Orders  1 

Under takins  accepted  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  and  Undertakins 
cancelled  or  rescinded  7 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  cancelled  Nil 

Houses  built  during  the  year 

By  the  Council  51 

By  private  enterprise  77 

Improvement  Grants  approved 

Discretionary  8 

Standard  - Ordinary  6 

” - Upper  limit  5 

" - Reduced  Nil 

Special  Grants  Nil 


Milk 


Grade 


ROOD 


Sample  results  were  as  follows s- 


Pasteurised 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 
Sterilised 

Total  samples  taken 

Number  of  licensed  dealers 


Passed 
Prescribed  tests 

33 

11 

2 

o..  49 

...  8 


Failed 

Prescribed  tests 

1 

2 

Nil 


All  dealers  obtain  their  milk  prepacked  from  plants  situated  outside 
this  area. 


Ice-Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  - l8 

Results  of  sampling 
Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 
Number  of  samples  taken  19  2 Nil  Nil 
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Food  Hyis;iene  Regulations 


Grocers  and  Greon^^rocors  l8 

Confectioners  8 

Butchers  4 

Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Clubs  l8 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  4 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  2 

V/holesale  2 

Agricultural  (not  farms)  __4 

60 

Unsound  Food 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  were  destroyed s- 

Fresh  Heat  44  lbs 

Frozen  Foods  (various)  425  packets. 

Proceedings  v/ere  taken  in  ohe  instance  regarding  the  sale  of 
faggots  which  were  unfit,  and  as  a result  the  shop  concerned  was  fined 
£20. with  5 guineas  costs  by  the  Magistrates  Court.  Two  other  cases 
of  unsound  food  being  sold  because  of  faulty  stock  rotation  were  dealt 
with  informally. 


ATIXSPHBRIC  POLLUTION 

Periodic  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  of  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  from  an  industrial  chimney  stack.  Much  of  the  trouble 
stems  from  the  difficulties  experienced  in  obtaining  the  correct  grade 
of  fuel,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  factory  expension  has  necessitated 
use  of  the  boilers  in  excess  of  their  norm.al  capacity,  A scheme  for 
the  provision  of  a new  boiler  house  with  two  oil  fired  boilers  and  a 
new  chimney  stack  has  been  approved  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  be 
operational  by  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

Complaints  v/ere  also  received  of  the  escape  into  the  atmosphere 
of  carbon  black  dust.  Following  a meeting  with  the  Company  concerned, 
certain  remedial  measures  v/ere  taken  which  effected  a considerable 
improvement. 

ROBMT  CONTROL 

The  Council’s  Rodent  operative  died  in  January  of  this  year,  and  as 
we  were  unable  to  find  a suitable  replacement  it  was  decided  to  contract 
this  service  to  Messrs.Rentokil,Ltd. 

During  the  year,  52  domestic  premises  were  treated  for  infestation 
of  rates  or  mice,  involving  a total  of  108  visits  by  the  operative. 
Treatments  to  premises  other  than  domestic  v/ere  carried  out  as  follows 3- 

Food  Shops  ...  3 

Schools  ...  1 

Factories  ...  1 

Sewer  treatments  v/ere  again  successful  and  there  v/as  no  evidence 
found  of  any  infestation  at  any  of  the  75  selected  manholes  in  the 
system  which  were  treated. 
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DISEASES  OF  AITILIALS( WASTE  FOOD )QRD3I!R.  19^7 


I'To.of  premises  licensed 1 

No. of  breaches  or  order Nil 

PET  ANIMLS  ACT 

There  are  two  premises  licensed  under  this  Act,  and  they  operated 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PPMaSES  ACT,  1963 

TABLE  A - REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL-  INSPECTION 

Period  covered j Year  19^9  ' 

I 

t 


f 

Class  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

i 

f 

1 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

j 

Offices 

Nil 

13 

6 

■i 

Retail  shops 

3 

41 

22 

V/holesale  shops. 

warehouses 

Nil 

3 

2 

Catering 

establishments 

open  to  the 

/ 

A 

public 5 canteens 

Fuel  storage 

depots 

Nil 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

62 

35  1 

TABLE  Bo  No. of  visits  to  registered  premises  ....  39 

TABLE  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed; 


Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 


(1) 

(2) 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

ISf 

Wholesale  departments  & Warehous(es 

I'h 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

public 

6 

Canteens 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Total 

187 

Total  Males 

65 

Total  Females 

122 
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FACTORIES  Al'TD  WORKSHOPS 


(l)  Il'TSPECTIORS  for  purposes  of  provisions 

as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  ofs 

Premises 

on  - 

f' 

T/ritten 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories 
in  which 

Sections  1,2,39 

4 & 6 are  to 

2 

2 

- 

- 

be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)Factories  not 

included  in  (i)in 
v/hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

25 

20 

- 

- 

( iii)Other 

premises  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(exclduing  out- 
worker’ s 
premises) 

3 

3 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

30 

25 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  (Cont’d) 
(2)  Cases  in  v/hich  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

. „ Refer 

to  H.M, 

Inspector 

(4) 

red  , 

by  H.H. 

Inspector 

(5) 

No. of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

1/Vant  of  clean 
liness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary- 

conveniences 

(S.7) 

( a ) Insuf f i c i ent 

(b )Unsui table 
or  defective 

1 

1 

(c)Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not 
including 

offences 
relating  to 
outv/ork) 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

FACTORIES  ACT, 1961  - OUTWORK 

(Section  133  (2)  ) 


NIL 


C.l.HOLSGROVE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
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